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WIerr D, fense fldical Haterid I oard deier;iilxted thwit ot.ie r
CulAlICIel *i al p rodtC t Was aCC%:ptli2 aliternative to p rctviousily
procur-lI itmn, DSA's rcvision of Pniliitarl' spccificatioii to
ref lc c I thit :o c ci: er c ial Iy avai a 1)I e i tc iis llII-. I ac i tI
mltiutlil fltcds of Ccvceriice-iit was pri'er, riotwiths:anlldillt;
that h )EOrtet5tr )c-liFves its product lhas superior qlialities.

2. VhvrŽ Ie itt ltia Li ive accE])1a1le ;products lcfl ct Idivvrgei t
Seoltitions to t nX.s. r"qieirL:-vn..lIL, specificationis statillu,
,ove-rvwenit's alternaiiiv,1. Vtllfti1:rdtillI ec-CrLiltrl(a-lts are not
imnproper , sinmply Vcause soemt r)ovisAolls Contailled tlhterir

appvl onmly LC' o 01 other .f u c possible appro.cles.

Marion lien!thd arid Saf ty, Inc. (liarivn) Iprotcats the 5lA. of
spec.ificatioHn MILT.- 'F-1(JO361 5GC -) tin( Duefl:u[ e flPrsoncn 1 Support
CenteLr )SA) for tihe orocurcn't'nt of "'bfilogical clitillCl satupi
tubeS,' Ol saiylt tLII)ts. * ITlis protest :aZls Li Iu1>y filed( ill
conillecti on wit~h I)SA's procurcinlhlt i ' Samp.ip- tuljb-s Uni1v i its
sol 3 i tatirn DSAI 20-7(-R1-201'?.

Mlari on p I-set, t s miuitij)ic grouLnd s fo j) I-(OtCSt ilu t he
Spe ificat-lon, which is z revision of a pritvious J)nC1 ificat ion,
M1.-T- 3t.81.5lip ',ich appriuont L .y scl-i e niv ari oiS o'.,oa;iue rcial
P roduc.I. 'Ilie SpIc IjC i tion a S rc i sC-d fOI the Slpecif iC purp)OSc
of a! lowing for a1cce Llame( of a cozanecrcial i Levi maritifac Lured
4by the III-(C iSi))oi lyIlani s CoIpeo ; t L o1 ( l'iY-C Isi ol). '11( cChalg'-
Was mfl(Id L) (j)CLII til' I);_OLllttlIt'lI L Co ComILt tilion, af.ur the
Defense Mte('ical 'Hater i(l Iloal-d had de(Ic tctiIlilt( tI.hi the IPr-cisioii
prodLuc I was all acct ptable aL tt i ative.

Simply explailled., a bio"oL ical cul turt sample tlulb consists
of a pl astic cfal) coninected to a cottLLn s.. b. 'The swal. is

o1rioual ly C0n1LAieui ill a 1 ;as ; C till)w a), -ximia Ley l6 ) i.ches in
Itell th) i it a ruservoi r at ht( closed endl. The I ISeV'oi r COlItaiII-
z ituIrn nieti ia. llThe packavlu is (Iesig!1cel so that In oi ditary uSe
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tlie ster i iztid swal is reosaioied f lOi Li. Lubular coILLaille ,
applie L to co I ,ct a biological sat, ph., arnd reinse rte L into t Le
t LJbe Thlle 1Stc- ivoit is op)-Ild alld pCliCerated , or brokeL,
freeing the iLciia to sustainll iclogica±l aztivity wli'i tile

tan1le is trauspor -ted Lo a laioratory for- inalysis.

itirion ra'kelis its prcduct I ndei the t radniamie, "C'' i-eitretei.

Pierec i cstlISt S tilc lianie, "t ur I i .

MariOIL CC)i*l) .t illF t I*'I ts1) I Oii OIlS of Darigziiaph 3.1 of
tlle sptecificatlon(s discriminate aa~iiinSt ilts prO(Itlct, all(d favoI

t hiL of. (.d( ') y I eJi Si OlI. TI I a l-)rag rai)h i i I ed plrcvides:

'"3. J Mate via t. Mater L tI sl:.t II )e as lavi p iaf tefL
SJtcI if (I, l I filef tIa Lri ZI is not c it (I , it sIl 11
b c su tabL)le for its int k(id (l tnc t ion.

"3 3 .] Co t tLon fo appi c tto tip L slit I
ct'folli to JJJ-C-561 , exc (p L t S-t e l l )it I L l II i r(

,It Itt. sia I Lnot Liapp I y

'3. 1 . 2 l I ut s 1p a t *t . Nn-wo . f i1) i ic f o r ) t i pg
St-II iatoi sL nL il b( poyes tcO Ut Cuot I iO ill
a~cordnn,';t wi tl ri4 atcrial cliaract(rist ics tol

)D)D)-- ,-7, 70 pa Iit,. rapl 3. I

'3. 1. 3 Awp .tI (. Class foi aiipiia still I We Iln
Zj~CoIl-lIIt(- with type NPI Cf tiV LISP.

VC: ( Iam t ag.(cc W:thl tI) aIi :',S V1t tia th tlhe'w provisions ale
d iSc rin;latoi , Y . tL .t under the s)t'c * fic;Il iO.I aI COf')etI tol 'S
f)l(ICf 1 Lneed( i! ')I: su ILal)I e for iLs initendt(I f(titl L i on. It
is t tVe l L Il SUbpJa a:;g ra is 3. I . 2 and 3. 1 . 3 app I'I OY I 1 to I he
M.ariOiI CI tlute! L.e, buLt thit.'L is so butcatillsPL he Cu I t it rt COII-
talusI t t L cicd it i loal p)arts: the( j'lug separatol a1aI tih.? ojtll

1Paragr-iph 3. 1 dt.,, ines thu: kinds of mnalerials which may Le
- S(-d. Thet flirt t iaI fO V t1 V Cil), p iCALOV ic Cl to-, atnd- 'n 
Is not spedcfied, anld( inist only be suitable for thcir iltjicit(

u.s; . IioLil dti Si ,gsi jiICh;i-c)ol Vte an. CllJ)j) fCator t i p, arid rhiulst
cOliforin to the rcqt i i rnui c ot stihpa rzgraph 2. 1. I . The Co I L LIl L c

reseivoir is con1Ipi Setd of all amlpjul, or staled glass Ltiue fit t etl
Ins ide ti(t olite r plastic tiJbe, which suverve:; tlht f(uint t iol of
contailliltig the pIed ia tl:.ti iusd,. 'Ille salle resl tL Is obta ie(d
in the Sccurlit ctulture tulme by 'cilltjiil'," tihe pl'astic tU1be to

_-2_



b1- -186731

form a sealed coiripartmanL. Thce add itlional parts are niot
reqliircedi. Plaili!y, mLe cittie slpecificationi defines oiiiy
types of materials which gnust bLu USed. We do not cons triue
i as rCeq . nirig iliat all rmnipul and p1t ig se-parato i be (-iUP 1noye.
For call it he said that the lDcfciise Medic al Materiel Board
and 1)SA have acted a rbiv rar i Iy in rt quiring t.hat mraanu facturers
uising a Marion type reservoir mcet tLbe llaLLt i31a5 t,>cicfict'at iQ'si
for the ariul and p1uieg separao-r.

Varion cMjplanits 'tlat subpatagi aphl 3.2.1 requlires oily
that one il(l of tl-e plastic outcr ttsl)C- he- SCald, So thatit
regaridig saflLj)It t~ibe s of th1i d L'rcis ioin deij4,gn (Wlic rc 1)0bL
ends of the rSt nivoir Liav c rinimpd seails) tilere is 110 require-
Went that the ilnLtrior or ''upfer'' seal ntot flak. 'Ills is not
true since stLpn-agriraphl 3.2. 1.3 rCLuil Cb that the t iL b '½.iIal I
be scalcQ(ld ailove tit tralit sport l ed n in to fork a mied! -1 chlarndl)l
alrd to keplj applicator rip f'orm the media ntitil the seal is
pre ssed or sciueeted.

lisjioq argutes Lhat thu 1Ist scintt ence of stiIb) *-.g raplI
3.'.1 IrC(Ii rcs thiat the )Iiast iC OlLelI tubi ''S lcd.I 1) he of
de forilAiti(-i' Whih ,li WiI iinpc'de rr(novtal and(l rCqltiaCunfl'lnt o f the
swab) . NItt'ioi4 vit-WES thiS itS e(tUirrinig a coiipletel]y cyl indrica.
tu.t) IlovWevel, we aC We ! T'hl I. SA thaL tilic specS ficaLion
requii 1's o5 ,!)y the cibsMlUcC of unset] ing (It' fo u.Ia tiU.I.

'ITle p)lotestel contends tlat sulojartpgraph 3. .1.] is
anibigtucis b)y icouli ing (OnlIy tlc u-wt of a 'tit itablI & Vol at ic!
so! vtilt Olr .1 '.'i tmaIl ) I' adh}le siVe t') boid I rlie Cot ton ap)l ) Iici LorY
til) to the appi itator, I.,vi(:ntt ly t It s lequluirt-thlnt rcq)l- c el
the ear lier spe.cificaLiacil fol tOw utlSC of "Fuller's adhitsive
X 38(1 oz better." A/\ I)SA stesttS, ''sul tabl(r" retqircs thiat tte
bo)0dint111 age tL c i)J) o)ri1 L to its i iI zul enl lIst: , and In thle
ColttXt of i t 5 anp I icatioi li( r(, to 0I iCi((:U~l C7i I S lC LI IC t il' s%,ai
tip) lo the swab vi ilhout exhilbitiing toxic chjaraC'Clristics. 11'
as sMailon inli atailis, utse Of Fuller's adlics i ve X 380! or be t teEl
Is n (ctcssary to avoid toxic char.'ctvdistics, ltihu " bet btier 
lhs t ie sameW I aL I t ite Is "'sti tabl) eI ." We Can pw:ic t iV( 110
ad van I :ig U i 'I (I ti fI yi leg, a Sv I, C If I C adlis E i %' wihc re t lIte a;Le hicy
I hcl Ias dceterminiuctl thiat such spccificity is liot *e(1uilrd to
et its nil itnium nwed s,
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Mar ion complains thiat it is (rel tired( to compply wi Lbt the
:rovi ions of subi)aragr alIt 3.2.1.2, c ltit edL ' scparatLr pdlug',
requiriog that its plug "absorb the media which is relcassed
vlh.,i tcilt :iipul is c cushed' and "'p oviide enriched mn isLure
to the swal tip)", but that nio sini i .r requlirtucit. is imposed
(hi F 'i1) I s peli tuisl S i ng AIm CS 5 ed i a, s ic Ir a s P rec i s i on's
Scct rlije tube . Mliile no suchI requiiemlni tun t iS inposed , DSA
expllailns this difference as follows:

'"'Ihe specificationll It quuirenit-n that the
sejpa raintr p lug p rovid(e ci1ric hd no1oistufe
Lo the swabl) ti) is b).ised oil the tact__ that
the swal tip) ill 'he Marion p roudict /or
ally product using a siJil hr design to
corbpensatc for Lhve use o0 a low viscosity
led i a/ i S 110 t(I iC t 1 y irloe rsed( in1 tire ruedi i a,

!,ut rather obLailns the rIloistlr( tLo sustahi
miCrOoiial viabi Ii ty essentiAlly throughi Co-O-
tact withi tile separatoL 1 tit,. tie 1'rcC. i$0 11

i teril, I'III the o han d is so (I.sigIle(I thIat

the swab) ti ) iselIf is inurliesud inl thle med ia.
* * /Milt r 1 oil ' Siall ea t ionl fails to take in to
accounti that ProtVision1 ot paragraph 3.2.1.3 which
requir s that tire size of tire mcndia chambcr be
such tlhat lthe SpeC i ficd arioilit of medi a is
sufficicnL to covCI the apil)!i(ato) tiip WIIti
ills I IruiC 11 I e r o I lowci , al ti LIIe ftither

rt(ijili(!LtlZ I of j)F. '~'z :3.0 that31 thv. tube 0(
capaile of stis-ii'ug mICrObial Viability' fur
a spvc ifi(d period., TIhe t Plrci i5o0l i Le , or any

ot! 0 r ca;j: e ti t or :, ;.tL(,111 wou] (Ive to comjIl y wit
t hes!e reucIli rerlelln st S

We lotep ill this regard, that tire Sii;trtuctions ol the( SecurilSire
ackr.age ci d IC 1L tie user to break tire C(ITpl)ar;ltnritt seal anid

I Iser t aW1t) iIIto irl Cu(Imi. rI IltM on ;011 (I g si. lIt i ! 'lS oc(Ii i (I
StuatIt's t11a0port 1 m(d Ia, Which hasl an1 observabIy IOWerI viscosi ty
than docs tire Aties nr(cia. 1.insertionl of te( swal) as (di-cr tedc

b)y the Sucurlinic inst ructions (lots rebuIlt in its beAThg COvelrtu(Il,

'llir swAb) cay rnot absorb t.e rued i a as readily as would(1 titl Marion
swab, b)u11 it does aI)sorl) it. Al so, tht: Swab irity 11ot Irma in

Coflmp let ely cove (r(i if th1 tIlw, is 5not s to t ('i ii JIll Ltipi r i ght 
po0Si t iOII.
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Even tiwugJCh subs tantial differences may cxy t between tlie
alterlnative types of sarplp'e tilIes availabI c, thlie function of
the sp)ecificadionIs is to sLate the Coverinrintti1's min imum ne(ds,
and we will lnot slJ'b:titut e our j udgiti(enL for [hat of tlt Dl'fenise
Medical Materiel Iloard otl this matter. As 1)SA has indicated,
any tube offure d musZ: 1b capable of suatained microbial
activity for nl)t less tilan 72 hours, when- used] as directed.

In this coniiection Narion a'so suggests ttbat Cie directions
on the Securl ine package are amL, guous. We have exantined ltle
instinlctions, and ill p)artic'lar , ikht il11ustraLiort included
tlere in , alld cortL-:.ry to Marior' : claim, tie instruc tioiis can
be fol lowed i f the tULC is lk id t sh ,.

Marion iISSL 1 rs that "'If'le rcq l.:.ient / tlat tle ledli a be
aile to SusStiii .1 [lico6b)ia viabi .1i tzi has b)een (ldeltC(i from
thie * * * i t/ife ent/ sieciIicat iof ixeI Since tlheIc is no
fo rrn 1iat .)1 eq l rerieei L. !or ci the r S ti:ar ts ioct if ied or wni cs
IlitIia, tl'er(: appears to be no way to assure the mlic rob)ial
viability of the cul lhie."' TilIs l(e(qtiI reIrrtt is ill fact con-
t-iiied Iln par,,graph) 3.f o- 'hK pr--scit speccificavAun, wlitI
l(lildies tLhat tricroblial 1 iJV Ly bIC su1s1taituedi inl tests of /2

hours duiii-aLioln, under prectri nod t(stilig 2.iIl(lard 9.

It is assettccl by Mriion that aii thouglh pl-ragraph 3.3
state- that 'nio:ninlal dilicls1 ons shall be as S!howII iii Tabl)e l",
01.2 dilmliclisiolis shown inl Tal e I arc iv wihuol t to! (-Irailncs.

WI agr-ee with I)SA ;Obat nomIa Inal imp lios thiat the no1-critical
diiensioais givc n are approximiiate figures, and that reasoial)ble
vai72.atioll is peirmlitted(l. IL(ee(d, inclusion of toleralinces would
indicate thlit the fi gures are not rule rely noSnilial, and Imlay rot
(XCe ((l the uitirlsxiurani and "and illi llllrkiens ions s;pe. f i fc.

l'lhe p)rot(.stel objjects to reduction of the I rC(Li i I'(d ShV lf
life of the scr.) I t- t ul)( s to 18 moi t i s, from th e 214 mo [iLI
itu(I li (lli('11t ;Iil P(J5((I (I (' thIe pr)io r !P'C if iC ltioI. As Ma i ioil
adill ts, tIIs rFLI II reCrieL Is i thInII Ire (Ij.scr )iQJw of i)S. t o
le t Irm'i-ien, ta!t irlig inito accclil itits asosYhllellt of whIat is
revqt i rd(I in th e b)u sL I IIt res cIs of t he Govvuliantell. I)SA statcs
that this chaIngr.e was cooldilnaLtI! W itha the lDefelise Meldical Mlateriel
ltoa r(.

In response, Mla'rrion has suggcstUd tiat I).SA's coorvdination
wi G' ic Defe)s2, Medical Materiel bloai I mniry liave l)ucil less
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than adeuai ate, and requestIs thImt Wf' ili vestigate this matter.
We note that Alarion was vet 1 aware of an b)asis for N)otes ii
may have had on these grounds -It thle iilrt t'.is prot st. was
ii.1tially filecd, and mad--e :zo objection s.t tlat Cice. See Bid
Protest Proccdures-l, 4 C.l.k. § 20.2(1)(2) (1976). Tihte issueC
was first raisted 'ly Marion after p roposca±s weie submittL d, in
Connection * itii itF rebut tal to *tice agezc'; tpot t. Il add iitio n,
we f ind no basis for qucst ioning Dl t' s (le terminat-otl thiat tile
shorter sliI I ife i s in t In bes L in tcre s s )f tlhe Gove rlimnt L .

Marlion, le't: I comp 1 ahims tii L spec if ic. it ion pa ragraph 4. 3,
Lxamina l Jion , adds all aIdd iiti onal exal.I ni tI ion rI(qui rmenilL to thlie
[,riOI specifCiCailtiOIn, an1d it (I's tins whutiler the a(d(1itioula!
s-t ltelice is ict( ssary ''ia!snm.cl as w) arcI ale lady requirc-d to
C0ohl)ly %i, Ii thel sptccificationl anld( a list of (d(fcc. in Table 1V."

III tIIi s coCn)It jaiI , l)SA repor :s tiala thlet refe-rcnice to "Tablo. Il"
was a typsograplhical ellol and( that twe I iFt of d&'fects, iln any
tvent, w.Is not iLunttd(1 to Le at - inc lusive-.

Malrioll also o(m)St li.ls the rIjeallinzg of classi it (I deffct
No. 103), whicih stt :: "app iicatoz swal) not s'-parated imia
apllzi tt(l a nl(dal (as a1I icablle). " Ajgain tilt I)rotesteir vitws
t hi is a1s i tCi lud i zig a reqiU i l(ni ut api 1 i cable I lty tLO i L. We
Ii saglsre . As a(dc~quLately xi)!aited w b ,SA, this req bir-lrlilel "is
i itejed t .oIpJ) > to b)oth I t Iflr ira iO i Llml 4nd( tIe i-Prec i si
itrr.. Paragraphl 3.2.1.2 f*9: rc 1 i ts tlie !I~mh t i to be
st ara L o t;i ',0o th1e IwCed i a 311j)pil 1)>' hit: it.i l clrto j) l zig ;; * t

While pala£gril.jh 3. 2. 1 .3 flCI1 irs thte SWob t lj) to ithe separat(d
f rouI the medi a by tilt upper Seal of thle vne'd ia cHlzainlelr (Pl(!Cision
i It * ii) . 'S

I'arioil arue tls thlat sillC:

"';' f.: tlith clarsiti catioil of (IIfcLts is (lesiglI((I
to ltO;nI r Ctva s o(f p)oSSI )IE Jib!)I l m15 I ll tIhe
)l o(ri:cI fu nIl i shed and Si ,:CVt a ;l rolic us il U 'g

ANIr i t S 111 tii I (I t t11d S Oil t iL. I U tI. tu Ce f t lth t op)
sc *. f a l I rt tOdc t *Ilu o f hliet swlt) t o t II 1 1(2J i a,

wE v:on1 IEd Iligc St thtLat i 1 viewv: of the f ct that
tlie bot I bri sCta L may ri tp I re Io fo re tLhe top)
seal (JUl i' n t II- Solellug tie, tat I (ill *; L ith L
suchI an occu rrentce /shou l ld/ hc listed( as a
(I' f((C t."

I)SA accpts thtllis as a gcodl 5un'j'c'st Jon1, ama! has Indldcat*'! thiat il
(xJ)Ucts to incorI)oratI Suthi a]i c:pIpe5s IAcjU 1 ui IVI llm i1t Clutu re

- 6-
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so [ici taticus. Iloweve;, !L;A doe s pot. bel Ie' e ti.at other than
p ro)pec Live act zion is reui rm(d, si ic e iii any event thle suggestc.d
type of failujre would be c .o3d if it occorred arnd woulo bte,
listld as a p)ara,2rr<.ph 3.xO "'deftct whlcih * ;' * may iimpair * : h
/5lLe 4 serL iceCt~Ality" of tlh' saipl! e tubl)e. We ag ree.

lthe p rotester coarte-nds that t le leakagc LeSt. dt scri bed
in paragraph)l 4.4.3 c'.ii hi realistically appl iedl olIy to I t;
prodLct., wliic) iL vityws as discrimi'n tory. [lie d rad rovision
rvacls as follows:

"'TeIst samle) s of tubes wit ihout co- sponen Ist s hall
bL filled withm 3-/i ml. of water crnrainlrW,v a
suit abJ e inl(. calor. V'Ilise tLuber sThaI] be I owe dcit
to stand ttl)1 I gAl t on w.i i I abso rill IL pape r fo-r not
less than 2 hours. hot torr, of th tLubes shi! l
then tve cx.alirc'I fo, wetness and tlt pape.Yr shal] b )e
nioted fu. color spoLs indlicathi;, jt-akeag e."

DSA aduril s thlat it te prscribed test cannot lie li tel (1ly appli i,
to thle tInecisionl itcm, but argoes thial "thet saute (egIce of
cualitity aSSL2r'lC.M e WOU hi be exercised Lu aL suoe tIeIC hit eg-ity
of the Procisioan i tm's l)ottoni scal. MorCeover, DSA iiaintains
th(e ixitegrity o, th1 botLLomt seal in tiiC Cultur-d tLeu cannot lbU
do teLienired by ext ie nal exaiminuation of el.h fiui died samplc tuble,
since LII .Iii l)f Ol{Vlu, ItIt: I11cC ui a iS cont a i It u ini t he ampilu I alln]
is uo t ill it-itact wLit0 lthe pl)astic oilt( r conltainle r. 'Tlw
(;*Mrll ilme , on thle o tierikand, collailns thm kitedia wi thllin the
c rilitpi(d Lithe, fiii(c itS ill' 2giilty is irlatc(ijaty apj )i)a(Ilt. 
e xam i tn t ion of t le title.

We agri c wi LIt Mar ion tha t tte speif icat ion I s wri t Len
1o apply to sampl (.' I oLes titI I izi'ii titLuer AmniL 5 ox uoI I fledI
Stualt's mled 1ia and titat if tile t(st is to lbe appiil Icd to only
ont' type of samplelI t tiL b I t saOD 1(l in' ry vised . Iti Vi (w 0f
thle ?a I- I olIs t ~i i 1tltI t S it I rea(dy mt Lt iiiicd] I reqIt 1 I i Ing t hat
Pl~rcIsion proiduce a func t iotiv I producct, we le Iibc tvt tla:1I ' iMon
tidS; not loct preju)dtdic('d 'by this omiss ion I.causc thec deficiency
wouldI be co-rrected by I iftitig te tcst to Stua. l ' mcdi . sample
ttIl)ct, V(I: retqu i ring (exex cI na I exalt!illat Iit of the A 4 iic' media
tubes for wetness.
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Next liariuji argues tIhat iii adopting Ilk I! ew so-cificatioI
l)SA has ei imin atcd I)aipartbia .p . of the pi I oi* 3eCific[ction,
dtu Iluig ;. itri p)ackaginrig , packii'g aiwt! mark .ir, As USA nooted
SLIC'. rfequir&ciuLitS arIe IIOW COlItailI~Cl in Section 5 of the specifi-
ca tio0 .

Final ly , MtciOll obi Ccts that IiLLe neW Spedi f ic.t ioUi luteS IIOt

jprovi(e a fo riniilatioon rtcquirrcri.cit for I Ll tran sport fliC(ia, nlotil ,
tiat tda l e arc v;ar ioujs fonnulat iOnIs of Stua. I ' s a'id Alides media,
arid eachi hti viniodi fled formulas. I)SA's posttiori is that it has
Siclcifled thi! frCatollnal reeniI(rtImCts to bCe Ict, all(r the test

1cOttedlure for (let it,,il ii, h why ther thle llid:a will p l-cperly sustain
the r--quin rd hiological cul Lule, SO that ligi' folilt a1ltionI
requii(-ilclnts at-c riot consi(d( r(d LSstlltifl. Ir. is of Course
!IvCLS.,Rt thI- -t L L ruti(lia b e clasi ,Sf tbl! as beeinIg of L-. tLIr .IItL

S tuar ' o -r M'iti c liss of .udt I:, as ctqi Lid(I il. *,,I-lgad) I 3.2. 1 . 3.

H a i fest I y ,DUA hias etL2.rlimirld tiiat tihe miniimnum tweds of tihe
GOV I11£ llit C'all te liLe tiIt'SSi leIss Lre-s L' C i ct i ScC i fsificat iaos than
it 1hs , Sti:p Ioyd( inll t111 p St L ,t Iunipti li Comp- tLi L io ii IJy f1I i IIs wi ling
to nirI LF it Ct LI I Sciall) It t Libs C1tl CS lb I)a t with thW L L. cisionC of fe nil

or odLIct. 'IIis is in prifir.i -i ConS, S tcn1t W:ith thec LbaC si.C St; 1 utyL
tcquti ri-went for cO!I)Cttiillon iil withi 5011s W] n proctL(iltilnt iwOiiC5'.
Al Chotugh we ihIa veC cOiiSiS i d (I( o ri o II' t views, we findl (I:10 Su p p oIt
fol its aS5( 1t-olt that it 1136 s til, trfated til.fairlry andl there

iS Io( Ireasovl; tO Cto i c tlude 1 tat. DA abl)its(l its clicst. tion ill

est :abl i shilg the nCwt W . Spoi'ifi*-a I ticaiowls.

Wt a i) L, let I cr toL tre LL i vcC o of }ti De ft-isc ipp i) ,
Agency LodaY Cal In ilg dt ILtE iI HOh to thle niccl Lt o evi se l)l rag tap!.

/A*4*3 oi th'e speci f icat.olz. ievurthlith-ss, :Ct f i!1d 11o stffilcicit

r-asun to just i t> .- o it iiii, th1epYCJci 'll-nt.

Accord! g] y, arl 'on1's prote(st is dellied.

1)eP Ity Cop L 0I 0 1 l I L C, ILIc ri
of tLh t11i tc'( StaiIts
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